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HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

On July 12th we will hear the parable of the sower. You know the story. The parable where a farmer goes to
plant seed, and some seed falls on a path and the birds eat it up. Some of the farmer’s other seed falls on the
rocky ground, springs up quickly but soon withers away, while some it falls among thorns and is choked out.
It is a pretty dismal parable. I am not really looking forward to preaching on it. Wow, there is an endorsement
for attending worship on the 12th! But I have been chewing on this parable for a few weeks, knowing that I
am going to struggle with preaching on it. The one thing that keeps coming back to me, other than the remind-
er [ have so many weeds to pull in my flower beds, is what makes for good soil.

Here at St. John we proclaim that we are rooted in Christ. We come to grow and go to serve. We live out
what Jesus speaks of in this parable. We are planted in good soil but what makes for good soil? Worship,
community, service, prayer, scripture, music, bible study, small groups... each and every little thing we do
here at St. John cultivates the soil. I have been knee deep in DayCamp planning. This is one way we really
plant our youngest in good soil. DayCamps, Bible Camps, Sunday School, confirmation, HS youth program-
ming, faith conversations at home using Faith Forward materials. The list is long. The work is never done.

And the good news is, we don’t do this work alone. This is not Pastor Rebecca’s or Pastor Karl’s work alone.
This is not the parents work alone. It is a// our work. God needs all of us in the garden, pulling weeds, water-
ing plants, cultivating soil. Not just for children and youth, but for all ages. Jesus plants us in good soil and
tends to our needs. We get the joy of producing fruit and enjoying the abundance that brings.

How does your garden grow? Where do you need Jesus to step in, pull a few weeds or give a little extra water?

How can we (St. John) be a center of good soil for you? See you on the 12th of July! ~ Pr. Rebecca

RINGING OF CHURCH BELLS

On Wednesday, July 8, at 4:30pm, St. John and other churches in
Madison and around the nation will ring their bells as a "call to the
reading,” of the Declaration of Independence, which will be read
from the Madison Public Library Park at 5:00pm, and followed by
other activities at the park until about 6:00pm.

The bell-ringing and reading were both done on July 8, 1776.

HOLIDAY HOURS

The St. John church office and Clothing Room will be closed
Friday-Saturday, July 3-4 for the Independence Day holiday.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Church | Clothing
Office & |Room
Clothing | Closed
Room
Closed
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Men’s
Breakfast at
) 10am Staff Meeting 4:30pm Ringing of 2nd St. Diner
9am Fellowship the Church Bells
10am Worship with
Holy Communion
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9am Fellowship 5:30pm
10am Worship Church 2:15pm Outreach
11:30am Pine Ridge group leaves | Council Committee
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9am Praise Band Practice
9am Fellowship Ipm Sophia Circle
10am Praise Worship with Day Camp (Monday-Thursday)
Holy Communion 9am-11:30am 3 year-olds through Kindergarten
9am-2:30pm 1st-5th grade
Wednesday, 5:30pm Program
26 27 28 29 30 31
9am mo:oimw% Community Clothing Room
10am Worship Weekdays 8am-3pm,

7pm Emerging Worship with Holy
Communion

Saturdays 9am-12pm
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Reviewed the third chapter to the book “The Shape of Our | President Cody Symens
Lives.” Talked about our convictions as individuals and Vice President Anna Hansen
as a congregation. Secretary Marie Johnson
Elevator update: our current contract with MEI expires Committee Chairs
next summer and will need a three-month notice if we opt | Fipance Craig Walker
to end the contract. Waiting to hear from competitors. Outreach Carolyn Rocha
Reviewed the narrative lectionary survey; responses Property . o Jf)hr.l Wlnt'er
overall were good (you can read more on page 5) Shepherding/Hospitality Kathi Eisenbeis
& Y page /. Youth & Family Ministry Kirstin Johnson

Approved donating the storage box and lock at Lake
Herman State Park’s amphitheater which had been used
for storing New Beginnings’ equipment during the
summer park services to the state park.

Clothing Room door has been installed.

St. John will work with Trinity at the area in front of their
church with activities on Miracle Treat Day, July 30.

The prior month’s approved minutes are posted on the church
bulletin board across from the office.

Non-Voting Representatives

Treasurer
Pastors

Jeryl Lingle
Karl & Rebecca Breddin

GIVING

General fund income:

May $29,026

YTD Jan.-May $117,088
General fund expense:

May $25,588

YTD Jan.-May $141,571
General fund net 2026 YTD ($24,483)

If you haven’t heard it lately, thank you! The gifts you
share with this congregation matter. Whether your
invaluable time, your unique talents or your generous
financial support, never forget that you are appreciated
and we couldn’t do what we do without the blessings God
shares through you. Your life makes a difference!

Your regular weekly or monthly giving allows us to meet
our ministry commitments throughout the year. If you
will be traveling this summer, please consider setting up
automated giving through your bank or our church app.

JULY WORSHIP TEAMS

Sign up to help at the kiosk outside the sanctuary.
(Acolytes sign up in the fellowship hall.)

Ushers: Bohl’s (7/05); Allbee’s (7/12); Benda’s
(7/19)

Readers:

Acolytes:

Projectionists: Steve S. (7/05)
Livestream: Scott P. (7/5)

Fellowship Hosts: Karin M. (7/05)
Fellowship Treats: Pr. Rebecca (7/12)

Altar flowers are generally used for three weeks.
Please coordinate their purchase with altar guild
chair Chris Duncan.

We so appreciate people volunteering for these
important duties with our worship services. If
you have questions about what any of these
duties entail, please talk to pastors.

BY SIGNING UP EARLY, YOU HELP MAKE
OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES GO
SMOOTHLY. PLEASE CONSIDER SERVING!



Page 4

The Messenger

DAYCAMP PROGRAM

Parents, Grandparents, and Church Friends!
Mark your calendar for Wednesday July
22nd at 5:30pm as we share with you all that
we have learned while on DayCamp. We will
sing songs, read scripture and share our week
with you. We will probably even have a tasty
treat!

Thank you to all those who made DayCamp
possible this year. We couldn’t have done it
without you!

YOUTH GATHERING

Keep watch for more info about the ELCA
Youth Gathering, which will be held June 28
-July 2. 2027 in Minneapolis. The Youth
Gathering will be open to St. John youth in
grades 9-12 for the 2026-27 school year. The
theme will be “Imagine More.” We will
have a meeting with lots of information for

parents and
youth at 7pm I MAG I N E

August 26;
registration
opens October.

DAY CAMP AT ST. JOHN

We are hosting Shetek Ministries of Slayton, MN for four
days of Christian camping for our youth who will entering 1st
-6th grade in the fall.

We will also have a morning preschool program for our 3 yr.
old through Kindergarten kids (more below). Day camp will
run from Monday, July 20st through Thursday, July 23th
here at St. John. If you need assistance with registration,
please contact Pastor Rebecca.

Day camp campers will need to bring a sack lunch and a
water bottle for each day. If you run into problems please
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Rebecca at church
or Nora the office manager at Shetek at 507.763.3567

We look forward to having a faith-filled, fun week of day
camp here at St. John with Shetek Lutheran Bible Camp!

We do have a few needs to be filled for the week. If you can
assist with snacks or evening meals for counselors (3 to 4
people) we would gladly take you up on the offer.

Middle School and HS Youth — We want you too! You are
welcome to help with DayCamp!! Come for the week or
even just one day. Talk to Pr. Rebecca if you are interested!
You can text her too. Thank you.

COMMUNITY LAUNDRY NIGHT

The Outreach committee has been looking into a Free Laundry Night for families who can not afford the cost
of doing laundry. We know that some families come back to our Clothing Room time after time to get cloth-
ing because they cannot afford to wash the ones they have. We have also heard that landlords will find piles of
dirty clothes left in their rentals when families move out because they could not afford to go to the laundromat.

We have visited Church on the Street’s Laundry with Love program in Sioux Falls and have gotten some help-
ful guidelines to begin a program in Madison. We have also visited with the owners of the Econ O Wash in
Madison and they are on board with it, asking that we use Mondays as our Community Laundry Nights. We
would like to give it a trial run in August before school starts. Our plan is to begin with our own Clothing
Room community. Each family will sign up for a 45 minute time, and will be given money, detergent, and

dryer sheets to wash and dry 3 loads.

We are looking to offer Community Laundry Night once a month. We have donors who are sponsoring the
cost of the first night and we will give you more information as we develop it so you too can be a part of this
ministry. Feel free to talk to one of us on the committee if you have questions or ideas. Thanks!

Deb B., Leigh Ann G., Ardana B.
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NARRATIVE LECTIONARY PRAYER CHAIN

Thank you to those who responded to our survey If you have prayer needs, Sharon H.
on the narrative lectionary. Responses in the sur- contact any of these Karleen F.
vey to lectionary were 81% positive, 6% neutral, prayer chain members. Carol H.
and 13% negative. They will hold you in Kathie J.
We are us‘ing the “regular” Revised Common Lec- fé;ﬁ:g’t; Zﬁ)ﬁzstshzcglrain. ;Z&?%E
tionary this summer, and will return to the Narra- Prayer requests will not be Gayle C.

tive Lectionary in September, as we walk through
the Bible again, with a whole new set of passages
and themes in the Old and New Testaments.

made public
unless requested.

GWOH T-SHIRTS BIBLE CAMP

Each fall, we celebrate “God’s We had a great week at Outlaw Ranch! We biked, hiked, chopped
Work. Our Hands” Sunday, the wood, hung out in the sauna, and rode horses despite the cold and rainy
ELCA’s day of service (or GWOH | days! It was a full week of faith being strengthened. Thank you, St.
for short). Of course, every day is | John, for your support of our youth going to Bible Camp. You are

a good day to show God’s love by | cultivating rich soil for our young people as they grow in their faith.
serving others!

If you’ve seen those yellow “God’s
Work. Our Hands” t-shirts and
wanted one, we’ll be placing an
order. Sizes are for adults S-5XL
or youth S-L.

Cost is $15 per t-shirt. Please sub-
mit your order and payment to the
church office by August 9.

God'’s work.

\ Our hands. St. John has a strong tradition of
%t / support for youth attending Bible
¥ || camp. A typical full week of youth
l camp at our LO camps costs $650
d for “Early Bird” registrations. We
i ask families to pay their initial $125
deposit at registration. St. John
picks up the balance, thanks to the

generous supporters of Bible camp
PASTOR KARL WILL TAKE from people in our congregation

A GROUP OF SEVEN YOUTH |y}, sce the value of camp.
TO NESODAK THE WEEK
OF AUGUST 2-7. Thank you!
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PRAYERS OF...

Svmpathy for...

Healing for...

Liz B., Bob J., Pat S. (Craig W.’s
sister), Chuck H., Shirley S.,
Kim S. (Madison MS teacher),

Ryan B., Denm's B.(Greg B.’s R. to volunteer! Thank you!
brother-in-law).

Joy with...

Truman and Alyssa S., former St
John members, who were
married last month in Lincoln.

Please let the church office know

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Pine
Ridge Reconcilation Center in June. You can still
order items and have them shipped there directly
using the QR code. Our immersion experience at
Pine Ridge will be July 12-16, with Ardana B., Darla
V., Emily B., Lynn G., Randy H., Scott P., and Pastor

MISSION OF THE MONTH

For our St. John Summer Outreach Event this year will be teaming up
with Trinity Lutheran as we celebrate "Miracle Treat Day" with the
wider Madison Community, Thursday, July 30 from 4-7pm. For
several years , Trinity Lutheran has welcomed the community to the
area outside their church that borders Dairy Queen to provide fun
activities for children as Madison celebrates the Miracle Treat fund-
raiser. We will be adding to these activities with a "Face/Hand Painting
Table" and a "First Responders Card Signing Table." Volunteers are
needed for these tables, in 1 or 1.5 hour shifts. Please contact Carolyn

OJiY:

Karl attending. Please pray for them and those they will be meeting.

We will be delivering Meals on Wheels, July 1-10; routes have all been

if you have a prayer to be listed or
to be removed.

taken—thank you! Last year, Meals-On-Wheels delivered 200,000+
meals in SD. That's 200,000 moments of connection, nourishment, and
care delivered across South Dakota! Thank you for being a part!

BETHEL LUTHERAN HOME HISTORY

Nursing homes play an essential role in caring for older adults; nearly 6%
of US seniors reside in these facilities. SD is home to 97 skilled nursing
facilities, serving approximately 4,800 residents across the state.

As our population ages, nursing homes provide an important service by
offering medical oversight, specialized care, and a safe, supportive envi-
ronment for individuals who can no longer manage all of their daily needs
independently. Beyond healthcare services, these communities are de-
signed to enhance quality of life by fostering social connections, meaning-
ful activities, and opportunities for companionship and peer support.

The concept of nursing home care in the United States dates back to the
1800s. However, before the 20th century, these facilities were largely
unregulated and varied greatly in the quality of care they provided. As
government oversight increased, many nursing homes began to resemble
hospitals, emphasizing medical care but often lacking the personal
touches that made residents feel at home. Most focused primarily on

providing shelter and basic care, frequently in

modest surroundings.
Lutheran

Home

Learn more next month about the local
response to these changing needs and the
formation of Bethel Lutheran Home!

NEW MEMBERS

On May 31, we welcomed the
following new members into our
St. John church family:

Ramon (Ray) B.
Wade B.
Jim & Marla W.

Justin & Tammy, Landon and
Lucas N.

Photos are on the bulletin board
in the fellowship hall. Welcome!

PURCHASE SUNSHINE GIFT
CARDS FROM CHURCH TO
SUPPORT OUR YOUTH AT
ST. JOHN! WE RECEIVE $5
BACK FOR EVERY $100.
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CHURCH AND COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank You

Our praise band for leading our
music for worship on June 28.

Our June altar guild and
offering counters.

Our Clothing Room volunteers.

Angie & Tom B. for
mowing the church grounds.

Phone & Email Updates

If your contact info has changed,
contact the church office to
update our records.

Weekly Bible Study

Our Wednesday morning Bible
study at St John will resume in
the fall. Thanks for a great year
of conversation and learning!

Men’s Breakfast

7:30am Saturday, July 11 (one
week later with the July 4 holi-
day), at 2nd St. Diner.

Sophia Circle

Women'’s gathering at church,
1:00pm Tuesday, July 21.

Painting

We are in need of a second coat
of paint on the drywall in the
church basement rec area.
Please talk to John W. if you can
help.

Emerging Worship

Our first offering of this new
service was June 28. Thanks to
those who attended for coming!

Our next dates for the service
will be July 26 and August 25

Pasque

Our SD Synod’s hub of online
resources for learning and
connecting for congregations
and parishioners.
www.SDSdsynodLearns.org

Cards for Out-of-Towners

Mailing addresses for Liz B.,
Shirley S., or other St. John
members who are out-of-town
are in the office.

Tech Improvements

In an effort to both save money
and be more user-friendly, we
are transitioning to new software
for our church website, app,
mobile giving, and member data-
base. Stay tuned for the updates
as we roll them out and hope to
be fully transitioned this fall!

You are invited

Help provide snacks and host
during fellowship, to usher, read,
acolyte, and help with AV so our

Sundays go smoothly. Sign up
to help at the kiosk outside the
sanctuary, and please ask for
more info on what duties entail.

Pastoral Visits

Please contact the church
office if you or a loved one is
hospitalized or would like a
home visit from our pastors..

Planning for Your Future

Did you know that most people
spend more time arranging a
single vacation than estate plan-
ning over their lifetime?

Lutheran Planned Generosity of
South Dakota is a free service
offered by the South Dakota
Synod of the ELCA that can help
you walk through this process.
Call 605.274.5030 or email

Ipgsd@sdsynod.org for info.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
OUR CHURCH BULLETINS
OR NEWSLETTER SHOULD

BE TO THE CHURCH
OFFICE IN ADVANCE,
IDEALLY A FEW DAYS

BEFORE PRINTING.

<4, Evangelical
&= =t Lutheran Church
in America
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Email us at stjohnlutheran122@gmail.com or call us at 605.256.4855

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
122 GRANT AVE. N.
MADISON, SD 57042

WWW.SJLMADISON.ORG

Return Service Requested
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