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St. John Lutheran Church Confirmation Program
2026-2027: The Bible’s Old Testament

In our ELCA denomination, confirmation — also called Affirmation
of Baptism —is the time, usually in adolescence, when people
declare for themselves that they will live out the promises made
for them by their parents and sponsors in their baptism (that is,
assuming that they were baptized as an infant or young child).

Confirmation is a time of learning about our Christian faith, and
our unique Lutheran Christian perspective. This leads to being
recognized as a “confirmed” member of the congregation with
the right to attend annual meetings, vote, and be elected to
positions in and representing our church. All that may not be
super exciting for youth, but it’s very important!

Collaborate is the curriculum which provides the framework for
our confirmation program. It is designed to challenge students to
think theologically and ask question about the Bible, Lutheran
history, and their lives as people of faith. For many adolescents,
confirmation accompanies a new phase in faith formation, in
which they are starting to think about WHAT they believe and
WHY they believe it — vital questions for a maturing faith. As
Lutherans, we believe our unique perspective helps students live
as faithful Christians in our contemporary society.




This year (2026-27), our 6'-8" grade confirmation topics will
revolve around the Bible’s Old Testament. In the next two years,
we will walk through the New Testament, explore Lutheran
History and Catechism. The cycle repeats, so over the course of
6t-8t™ grade, students will get each of the three rotations during
confirmation. We also have a variety of “adventure nights” for
fun and service.

In 9th grade, “Ready to Affirm” students prepare faith statements,
make unique stoles, and prepare for the worship service when
they will affirm their baptisms, trusting God will continue to lead
and guide them now and in the future.

Martin Luther, the church reformer whose name we carry at
Lutherans, taught that faith is lived and carried out in many ways,
reflected in our following expectations for confirmation students:

Worship: Part of following Jesus is gathering in community to
worship God. Worship provides opportunity for hearing God’s
Word, fellowship with other believers, confession and
forgiveness, and receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion.
Confirmation students are expected to regularly attend Sunday
morning and Wednesday Lenten worship services. This includes:

e Acolyting. Students are expected to acolyte at least six
times each school year and should sign up in advance on
the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. They are
responsible to find a replacement if needed.

e Worship Notes or Reading. A combined 18 total are
expected each school year. These help students
participate, lead, learn and find meaning in worship.

* Worship notes are on the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall; students can complete a worship note if they worship
at another church, too.

* Reading scripture during worship. Sign up to help
outside the church sanctuary.




Service: Good works don’t save us; God loves us because God is
love. In response, we love by serving others. Confirmation
students are expected to do at least four acts of service each
school year, filling out a “Hands and Feet” sheet for each one.
Service projects can be anywhere there is a need, where you are
volunteering. Attending worship, acolyting, or reading for
worship are not included!

e We will have some service opportunities through
confirmation and youth activities. Complete a hands and
feet sheet for each, for them to count toward your goal!

e Do you help with Sunday school or church AV? That
works, too! Complete one sheet for the experience, not
for helping each time.

Learning: Unless otherwise noted (see schedule on the next
page), confirmation sessions meet Wednesdays from 6:00-
6:55:pm. Students with more than two unexcused classes per
semester may have make-up projects assigned. Please let
coaches know if this means leaving Wednesday activities early.

The most important models of faith are parents and caregivers.
Thank you for your important work throughout your child’s life.
Thank you for supporting them now as you continue your
promises made at their baptism! As part of this, parents are
asked to be Wednesday Helpers. Each household is asked to sign
up for two dates (Sept.-May). Helpers will bring a snack and assist
as needed, which may include guided small group discussion.

Stay connected online with St. John!
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SJLC Confirmation Schedule, 2026-27

09/16 Adventure —Wacky Olympics and Acolyting (will go longer)
09/23 Canon

09/30 Hebrew Bible

10/07 Genesis

10/14 Exodus

10/21 Prince of Egypt Move (will go longer)

10/28 Adventure —food pantry service project
11/04 The Law

11/11 Judges

11/18 Ruth

11/25 No session — Thanksgiving weekend

12/02 Adventure — Advent Fest for families

12/09 Kings

12/16 Adventure — Caroling at Peaceful Pines and Hospital
12/23 No sessions thru 1/06 — Christmas break
01/13 Confirmation Parent Meetings

01/20 Babylonian Captivity

01/27 Prophets

02/03 Psalms

02/10 No sessions thru 3/24 — Lent and Easter break
02/20 Saturday Faith Fest at Augustana University
03/31 Wisdom

04/07 Adventure — Spring Service Project

04/14 Job

04/21 Esther

04/28 Rise of Rome

05/05 Adventure — Year end Cookout and Campfire
05/12 Built-in snow day (if needed)



